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Then the power that will be offered me will have this new
and special quality about it, that it will be real power/

During this time M. Clemenceau wrote such things as :

9th September : c The President of our Republic has
not made much more than a beginning. . . .J It was the
day after the fall of the Ribot Cabinet, at the height of the
ministerial crisis.

1 3th September : ' M. Poincare himself ended up by
understanding that there is a public opinion in France/

8th October : * My correspondent has concluded, " Of
what is M. Poincare thinking then ? " e I answered, " Of
himself/' ' Etc., etc.

Painleve's Cabinet falls.1

On the 1 5th November M. Clemenceau was still writing
his daily article : Bernier must have the text of this in his
archives, and probably Clemenceau tacked on to it with
his own vitriolic and savage pen a footnote directed against
Thomme de TElysee/ But the article did not appear.
For in the afternoon of the i5th Clemenceau, who had
already been called by the President of the Republic on the
afternoon of the i4th, was again summoned by M. Poincare,
who tendered him office.

Clemenceau accepted. In the issue of I'Homm
Enchaine of the i6th Clemenceau's article was replaced with
an article by M. Camille Picard, deputy for the Vosges,
* Why We Shall Hold On/ It was no longer just a question
of c holding on/ . . . Save for the title one would have
known instantly that Clemenceau had dropped his pen.

On leaving the Ely see on the isth Clemenceau began

1 The ministries from 1914 onwards were :
ist Viviani (June i3th to August 26th, 1914).
2nd Viviani (August 26th to October 29th, 1915).
ist Briand (December I2th, 1916, to March 2Oth, 1917).
Kibot (March 20 th to September i2th, 1917).
Painlevd (September i2th to November i6th, 1917).
Not to mention minor changes.
Since the outbreak of war there had been sis War Ministers : M. Messimy,
M. Millerand, General Gallie"ni, General Roques, General Lyautey, M, Painleve".